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    Coming Soon in March: LDNet online forum…
Topic beginning March 9th: Is an exam a valid and reliable assessment method in an online course?
Our aim is to run a facilitated discussion across two weeks in each month. Login to http://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/forum/4962 for the March discussion. We need your ideas!
    Email notifications…
You can now choose to get email notifications for any new forum topics, or for all postings.  Go to the LDNet Forum to set up your preferred options.

    Have a look at…. 
Cloudworks. http://cloudworks.open.ac.uk/ 
Cloudworks (UK Open University) is a place to share, find and discuss learning and teaching ideas and experiences: something like LDNet but rather broader in scope! You’re sure to find something of interest here – and like LDNet you need to register to make full use of the site’s functionality. Faced with such a comprehensive set of weather patterns to choose from I started with the ‘Learning Design’ cloudscape: http://cloudworks.open.ac.uk/node/566 
    How to add resources to LDNet…. 
1 - Initial content creation - unpublished content

Any member of a group can create Resources within that group. Once a new item is saved it is unpublished – this means that all members of the group can see it (and edit it), but no one else can.

Members of the group can edit and save changes with the item remaining unpublished.

Items that are unpublished have unpublished in big red letters next to their title when you are viewing them individually.

2 - Published content

Once an item is 'published' then it is viewable by anyone on the site. Members of the group can still edit it, but other users can only view it.

For content to be published, someone in the group needs to go to the Workflow tab, select 'Publish Requested', enter a comment, and click Save. This sends an email notification to the Community Owner and Moderators.

A Community Owner or Moderator needs to then approve the Request to Publish. They can do this by going to the item's Workflow tab, selecting Published, entering a comment, and then clicking Save. (Alternatively, they can select Declined and enter a comment)

It's also important to realise that every time someone edits an item that is Published, this creates a new version that does not replace the Published version until someone requests publish and someone approves the request.
(Thanks to Justin Sampson for providing these explanations)
    Try adding a ’Resource Page’ to the ‘PD For Learning Design’ category … 
Use this category to publicise Professional development opportunities you are aware of – courses, workshops, seminars, conferences. It’s also a good way of trying out the system for creating content. If you want something added but actually doing it is problematic for whatever reason, email the details to john@inova.co.nz 
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Still new year – still same challenge!... how to reinvigorate an online community after the long summer break! Here’s another short e-newsletter to try and get your attention!


Cheers


John











