Storytelling:
Promising Practices

Thursday 3:30pm to 5:00pm
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“Humans are storytelling organisms who, individually and socially, lead storied lives. Thus the study of narrative is the study of the way humans experience the world” (Connelly & Clandinin, 1990, p. 2)

When we learn and teach we often engage with stories. 

Sometimes our narratives are very small; they can help to illustrate or humanise a point. Sometimes they are large. These are the grand narratives we sometimes seek to change. Ideas like “I’m no good at this kind of thing”, or  This approach won’t work for me,” become knots that often require careful untangling.

We are asking that you bring with you a single object that may act as a way of focusing us on a story from your past as a teacher. 

It may be related to the way you get an idea across [teach us], or it may help to focus us on a story relating to your development as an educator [explain to us]. 

However, the object is only a catalyst. The story and its telling is what is important. When we consciously listen to HOW people tell stories we broaden our ability to frame and deliver meaning.

The story you tell should be short [try to keep it around five minutes]. It will be shared with a group of 5 colleagues, most of whom you probably don’t know. 

What we will be sharing behind the stories as the techniques of ‘telling’.
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